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DECREE GRANTING STEPPARENT ADOPTION OF MINOR CHILD

THIS MATTER, having come before the Court on Petitioner XXXXXXXXXXXX Petition for Stepparent Adoption, filed October XXXXXXXXXXXXX, and upon review of the Petition and file in this matter, and being otherwise fully apprised on the premises, the court hereby FINDS:

1. The minor child at issue in this Petition is XXXXXXXXXXXXXX, born on or about XXXXXXXXXXXX in XXXXXXXXXXXXXX, Utah.   

2. XXXXXXXXXXX is the natural father of the minor child. 

3. XXXXXXXXXX, the natural mother of the minor child, willfully abandoned the child soon after his birth, has never provided support to the child, has no last known address or contact information, and has otherwise been totally absent from the child’s life.  

4. Petitioner, XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX, is the minor child’s stepmother.

5. Petitioner and the natural father married on XXXXXXXXXX in Salt Lake County, Utah. 
6. Petitioner has cared for and raised the minor child since his infancy.

7. The minor child currently resides with Petitioner and has resided with her as his guardian and caretaker since his infancy. 

8. Pursuant to Wyo. Stat. § 1-22-103, Petitioner is fit and competent to be a parent and resided in the State of Wyoming for sixty (60) days immediately preceding the filing of the Petition. 

9. Pursuant to Wyo. Stat. § 1-22-104(c)(i), (iv), and (v), Petitioner properly submitted the following documents with this Petition:

a. Consent to adoption by the putative father, dated XXXXXXXXXXXX 2012.

b. Affidavit from Petitioner setting forth:

i. No previous or current diagnosed psychiatric disorders;

ii. No felony convictions within the past ten (10) years;

iii. No misdemeanor convictions within the past five (5) years; and

iv. No current parole or probation status. 

c. Affidavit stating that no visitation rights under Wyo. Stat. § 20-7-101 or § 20-7-102 have been awarded in regard to the child. 

10. No relinquishments are necessary as required by Wyo. Stat. § 1-22-104(c)(ii), as XXXXXXXXXXXXXX, the natural father, is retaining all of his parental rights relating to the minor child.  

11. The natural father, XXXXXXXXX, being the only person whose consent is necessary to the adoption, consents to the adoption of the minor child by Petitioner, as evidenced by his Consent to Adoption, filed with the Petition on XXXXXXXX, 2012. 

a. Pursuant to Wyo. Stat. § 1-22-110(a)(iii), the mother’s consent to adoption is not required, because she willfully abandoned the child.

12. Pursuant to Wyo. Stat. § 1-22-104(c)(iii), the minor child’s medical report is not required, because the minor child has resided with Petitioner for more than six (6) months prior to filing this Petition. 

13. Pursuant to Wyo. Stat. § 20-5-301(a)(i), Wyoming has jurisdiction over the minor child in this matter as Wyoming is the home state of the minor child.

14. The best interest of the minor child will be promoted by this adoption for the reason that the natural mother of the minor child is unable or unwilling to provide for him, the natural father of the child consents to the adoption, Petitioner is of sufficient means and is a fit and proper person to have the care and custody of the child, the child has been in the care and custody of Petitioner for several years prior to the filing of the Petition, and no objection exists. 

Based on the foregoing findings, it is hereby ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED:
1. The adoption by XXXXXXXXXXX of the minor child, XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX, born on or about XXXXXXXXXXXX in XXXXXXXXXXX City, Utah is allowed and confirmed. 
2. XXXXXXXXXX shall be regarded in all respects as the lawful child of XXXXX, and XXXXXXXXXXXXX shall be regarded in all respects as the lawful parent of XXXXXXXXXX   

3. XXXXXXXXXX shall be listed as “mother” on XXXXXXXXXXXX birth certificate, born on or about XXXXXXX in XXXXXXXXXXXXX, Utah.

4. XXXXXXXXXX shall be and is hereby entitled to the receipt of any and all benefits that XXXXXXXXXXX may be currently receiving or entitled to receive in the future, including but not limited to Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, Disability, those benefits pursuant to Wyo. Stat. § 1-22-115 and/or any federal or state benefit that either XXXXXXXXXXXX or his legal parents are entitled to.

5. XXXXXXXXXXX shall be and is hereby entitled to any medical history and/or information of XXXXXXXXXXXXX to the extent permitted and authorized by Wyo. Stat. § 1-22-116.

6. The natural father having consented to adoption, and consent of the natural mother not being required, XXXXXXXXX parental rights to, and legal relationship with, XXXXXXXXXXX are terminated, by which she shall not have any further rights or privileges with respect to the minor child. See Matter of Adoption of CJH, 778 P.2d 124, 126-127 (Wyo. 1989) (declaring that a decision by the trial court that consent for adoption is not required effectively terminates parental rights just as if the parent had previously or contemporaneously had those rights terminated pursuant to Wyo. Stat.  §§14-2-309 to 319). 
DATED this _____ day of _____________________, XXXXXXXXXXX
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