IN THE SUPREME COURT, STATE OF WYOMING

OCTOBER TERM, A.D. 1977

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION OF RULES FOR
CONTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION OF
MEMBERS OF THE WYOMING STATE
BAR

R A )

ORDER

The Wyoming State Bar at its annual meeting in Cheyenne, Wyomieg,
on September 16, 1977, passed a resolution recommendlng the approval
by the Supreme Court of Wyomlng of rules for mandatory contlnulng
legal education of members of the State Bar. The rules presented to
the Court were referred to the Permanent Rules Committee for comments
and by it returned to the Court with a recommendation for adoption.

On December 6, 1977, the Court, en banc, approved the rules as recom-
mended by the Wyoming State Bar and rhe Permanent Rules Committee.

It appearing advisable that the rules be adopted, |

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the rules entitled "Rules for Con-
tinuing Legal Education of Members of the Wyoming State'Bar," filed
herewith, be and they are hereby adopted; that said rules be published
in the Wyoming Reporter and shall beceme effective eixty days after
their publication in the Pacific Reporter Advance Sheets, and there-
upon shall be spread at length upon the journal of this Court. |

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Wyoming State Bar be commended
for its work. | |

Dated at Cheyenne, Wyoming this 6th day of December, 1977.

BY THE COURT:
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(¢ quney M. Guthrle Chief Justice
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RULES FOR COWTINUING LEGAL EDUCATION OF MEMBERS
OF THE WYOCHMING STATE BAR

Rule 1. Purpose

By continuing their legal education throuchout their period
of practice of law, attorneys can better fulfill their obligation
competently to ,serve their clients. These rules establisir mini-
num requirements for such continuing legal education and the
means by which the reguirements shall be enforced.

Rule 2. State Board of Continuing Legal Education

There is hereby established a State Board of Continuing
Legal Education to be appointed by this Court. The Board shall
consist of nine (9) members, sixz (6) of whom shall be members of
the Wyoming State Bar and tnree (3) of whom shall be residents of
the State not admitted to the practice of law. Members shall be
ap001ntea for three-year texms, except that three menoers 0f the
initial Board shall be appointed for a one-year term and three
members shall be appointed for a two-year term. Each yearly
class of members shall include two members of the Bar and one
layperson. o person may serve more than two consecutive terms
as a member of the Board.

"The Court shall designate each year one of the lawyer men-
bers to serve as Chairman. The Executive Director of the Wyoming
State Bar shall serve as the Executive Secretary of +the Board.
The Board shall . have -general supervisory authority over the
administration of these ruleo and in addition shall have the specific
duties and responsibilities hereinafter set foxrth. The Doaxd
shall have authority to adopt such rules and regulations as it
determines are necessary in carrying out its responsibilities.

The terms of the initial members of the Board snall beg;a on
January 1, 1978.

Rule 3. Continuing Legal Education Reguirement

Comrenc1ng with calcndar yvear 1978, each attorney admitted
to praCulce in this State shall complete, during each calendar
year, a mininum of ten hours of accredited contlnulng legal edu-
cation as defined in Rule 4. For the year beginning January 1,
1979, and for all following years, fifteen hours of accrealted
continuing legal education shall be reqalred.‘

Hours coqplepeq in any year in excess of the minimum nurber
may be carried forward to satisfy the requirements for either of
the two years next following.

Inactive members of the Bar, as defined in Rule 7, shall not
be subject to the regquirements of this rule.

Rule 4. Hours of Accredited Co“tlnulnc Legal Education Defined

Qe - An hour of accredited continuing legal education means
an hour in attendance at an Accredited COHulﬂuan Legal Education
program. Attorneys who lecture in an Accredited Continuing Legal
Lducation program shall receive creult for three nours for each
hour spent in lecturing.

fo I Accredited Continuing Legal Education programs include
those smec1f1cally accredited by the State Board of Continuing
Legal Education in each instance, and such programs sponsored by
the following agencies and organizations:

l. The Wyoming State Bar or a duly authorized cormit-
tee or section thereof.

2. 'Pne State Bar Association of any other SLate or an
Y
authorized section or cormittee thereof.
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3. The American Bar Association or any authorized
section or cormittee thereof. '

A law school on the approved list of the' American

40
sociation., L
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5. ®he Wyoming Trial Lawyers Association.

6. Tae American Trial Lawyers Association.

7. The Joint Committee for Conulnulng Legal Education
of the American Bar Association and the American Law Insti-

tute. : _ .
8. The Pracc1c1ng Law Institute.
9. The Rocky Mountain Mineral Law Foundation.
C. The final published course schedule of an Accreditéd

Continuing Legal Education program shall be determinative of the
number of hours of accredited continuing legal education avail-
able through 'such program. In all other cases, the State Board
of Continuing Legal Education shall determine the number of hours
of accredited continuing legal education available. through such
program. « :

d. The Board may allow equivalent credit for such activi-
ties, as in the Board's determination further the purposes of
these rules and should be allowed such equivalengy. Such equ1va—
lent acL1V1t1es may 1ncluae, but are not ¢1m1tea to, writing and
DUullbulﬂg an 'article in a legal periodical, rt-time teaching
Py a practitioner in an ABA approved law sncool or delivering a
‘paper or speech on a professional suoject a2t & neut1nc primarily
attended Dby lawyers or law students. The number of hours of
credit to be allowed for such activities and the procedures for
ODtalﬂlug such equivalent credit may be established by regulation
of <the Board oOr mnay be determined soec1L1cally in particular
instances by the Board.

e. A lawyer or a sponsoring agency desiring approval of a
conulnu¢no legal education activity or program shall submit to
the Board all information required.

Rule 5. Annual Reports by Attornevys
N -

On or before March 1lst of each, commencing HMarch 1, 1979,
each attorney admitted to practice in this state shall make a
written report to the Boacu, in such form as the Board shall pre-
scrloe, concérning such aLtornej s completion of accredited con-
tinuing legal education during the preceding calendar vear. Such
report shall include the titles of programs attended, the spon-
soring agency, the number of hours in actual actenaance at each
such program, and such other information as the Board shall
require. An attorney shall not be required to comply with this
rule or comply with the continuing legal education requirement
set forth in Rule 3 for the year during which sucn attorney was
admitted to practice.

Rule 6. pPenalty for Failure to Satisfy Continuing ILegal .Edu-
cation Requirement '

Any attorney who fails to comply with the provisions of Rule
5 or who files a report showing that such attorney has failed to
complete the requlrea number of hours of continuing legal. edu-
cation may have hnis or herxr right to practLCc law suspenueo by
tinis Court, prov1dpd that .at least thirty {30) Gays prior to such
suspension, notice of such dellnﬁuency has been forwarded to such
attorney by restricted certified mail, return receipt requested,
addressed to such attoLney at the a*torney's last known address.
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Such person shall be given the opportunity during said thirty-
(30) days to file in duplicate in the Office of the Clerk of this
Court an affidavit disclosing facts demonstrating that such
person's noncompliance was not willful and tendering such docu~
ments, which, if accepted, would cure the delinguency, or to file
in duplicate in the Office of the Clerk of this Court -a reguest
for hearing to show cause why such attorney's license to practice
law should not be suspended. 2 hearing shall be ¢granted if
reguested. If;, atter hea;lng, or failure to cure the delinguency
oy satisfactory affidavit and conpllaﬁce, uch person 1is sus-
pended, the person shall be notified thereoi by restricted certi-
fied mail, return receipt requested.

An attorney suspended under the provisions of this rule may
be reinstated by the Court upon motion of the Board and upon a
siiowing that such attorney has cured the delinquency fox which
the attorney has been suspended. '

For good cause shown, the Board may, in individual cases
involving hardship or extenuating circumstances, grant waivers of
the minimum education requirements or extension of time within
which to fulfill the same or make the required report.

Rule 7. Inactive Practitioners

A member of the Wyoming State Bar who is not engaged in the
practice of law in the State of Wyoming may, upon application to
the Board, be granted a waiver of compliance with the continuing
legal education requirements of Rule 3 and obtain a certificate
of exemption. ‘No person holding such certificate of exemption
shall practice law in this state until reinstated, except that
such person may represent his or her full-time employer.

An attorney who is on inactive status may be reinstated upon
motion of the Board upon completing, within a period of one year
prior to <reinstatement, the ConthuluG legal education require-
ment fo; a-single year.

"Rule 8. Fees and Expenses

Each member of the Bar shall pay a fee of $5.00 to the
Wyoming State Bar at the time of filing the report required by
Rule 5. Such fee shall be deposited in a special account of the
Wyoming State ' Bar and used to defray the costs of administering
these rules.

Mermbers of the Board shall not be compensated but shall be
reimbursed for expenses incurred by them in the performance of
their duties.



